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or the authorised officials at the time of assessment under
the Bijavari and Rayarekha system took into considaration
the relative productivity, the kind of cultivation, and crops
grown. The existence of various land measurements suggest
that the rulers in Rayaiaseema adopted some sort of survey
before the settlement of land revenue. It is difficult to exactly
determine the share of the state because the available
evidence both theoretical and practical is not exact. However,
ft apppears that the state's share was not 1/6th as suggested
in the works on polity. The Rayas didnot follow the traditional
rule because the conditions like continuous wars,
maintenance of huge army, the wants and luxuries of nobility
required large expenses. Hence to a question whether tax
on peasants were heavy or light, no final word is possible.
We have epigraphical references to peasants leaving villages
on account of oppressive taxation. Some foreign travellers
point out that taxes and imposts were large in number and
hence burdensome to the people living in villages. Instances
of protests against the oppression are recorded in the
epigraphs. On such occasions the officials paid attention to
the legitimate problems of the people. Since the problem of
the period was not one of shortage of arable land, as land
was available in plenty, the main aim of the rulers was to
encourage tie extension of arable fand and there by tried
to increase the production from land. Hence they knew that
oror assessment would drive away peasants from tend. Land
cofected in cash and kind.

The Socfo-EccHiotrtic organization of the village in